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PLUS: The biggest settlement  
of the year – $160,000,000

Patti Bobb, Don Segal and Judge Maddux receive 
JVR Lifetime Achievement Awards

Kay Schichtel, John Stalmack and Lou Varchetto 
receive Defense Attorney Career Achievement Awards

FEATURING THIS YEAR’S

29 OUTSTANDING  
TRIAL LAWYERS



Plaintiff’s attorney Patti Bobb, pictured with JVR Editor John Kirkton, received the 
2014 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Jury Verdict Reporter.



L I F ET IM E ACH I EV EM EN T 
AWA R D

Plaintiff Attorney  

Patti Bobb’s litigation practice focuses on representing individuals in personal injury cases with an 

emphasis on medical malpractice. She has tried more than one hundred jury and bench trials in 

both state and federal courts. Her experience and integrity as a lawyer is confirmed by her selection by 

both judges and fellow attorneys to act as a mediator in arbitrating more than fifty major medical mal-

practice cases. Based upon surveys conducted by Law Bulletin Publishing Company’s Leading Lawyers, 

Patti has been the top woman lawyer in Illinois since 2008.

Patti attended New Mexico State University and St. Michael’s College, earning her B.A. magna cum laude 

in 1969. She earned her J.D. at the University of Notre Dame Law School in 1972. That same year, she 

became licensed to practice law in Illinois and the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.

Patti spent six years in the Cook County State’s Attorney’s office as a felony trial attorney and felony 

trial court supervisor. In 1978, she joined Phillip H. Corboy & Associates, focusing on plaintiff’s personal 

injury litigation.

In 1980, the law firm of Bobb, Kane, Obbish & Propes was formed, and those four individuals remain 

great friends to this day. By 1983, Patti was listed in the Best Lawyers in America and was profiled in 

Time magazine as one of five outstanding female trial lawyers in the country. She was also selected 

by GLAMOUR magazine as one of the “Ten Outstanding Working Women in the United States” in 1984.

Patricia C. Bobb & Associates was launched in 1985 and is still going strong today. Patti was also of coun-

sel to Propes & Kaveny from2000 through 2010. In addition to maintaining her own firm, Patti has been 

of counsel to Meyers & Flowers since 2012.

Patti has been actively involved in many profes-

sional organizations, including serving as past 

President of the Chicago Bar Association and as 

a member of the Board of Governors of the Il-

linois State Bar Association. She was elected to 

the American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL) 

and served as a Regent for Illinois, Wisconsin 

and Indiana on ACTL’s Board of Regents. She is 

also a member of the Illinois Trial Lawyers As-

sociation (ITLA) and currently serves on ITLA’s 

Board of Managers.

Patricia C. Bobb 

“The thing that I love about what 
I do is, when you’re successful in 
getting compensation for people 
who have been injured or died, you 
really feel you’ve made a difference 
in someone’s life.” 

– Patricia C. Bobb
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When Patricia Bobb came to the State’s Attorney’s office in 1972, she 

was only the second woman to serve in the felony trial division. The 

first was the late Chief Justice Mary Ann Grohwin McMorrow. The 

next woman was U.S District Judge Blanche Manning, now retired. 

Mary Ann Grohwin had left for private practice well before Patti came 

along, and Blanche Manning was departing at about the same time.

Nevertheless, the arrival of a woman in the “elite” ranks of the felony 

courtrooms undoubtedly caused skepticism, both in the courtrooms 

and among the criminal court judiciary. But the collaborative way in 

which Patti approached her colleagues, her tireless work effort, and 

her undeniable courtroom excellence allowed Patti to establish herself 

as one the office’s finest trial lawyers, a leader among her peers and a 

life-long friend of many.  

Patti has counseled and mentored countless young lawyers and 

businesswomen. Justice R. Eugene Pincham, once an iconic Chicago 

criminal defense attorney, liked to say, “You can’t be what you can’t 

see.” Patti let a generation of women “see,” and in so doing, helped 

them “be.”

Hon. Lorna Propes, 
Circuit Court of Cook 
County

Patti was appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court to serve on the Supreme Court Rules Committee 

from1995 to 2003 and also served as the Chair of that Committee for a number of years. The Illinois Su-

preme Court appointed her Commissioner of the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Com-

mission from 2001 to 2007.

Patti is involved in the training of other lawyers as a member of the Board of the National Institute of 

Trial Advocacy, having previously served as its Chairman. She is a former Adjunct Professor of Trial 

Advocacy at Northwestern University Law School, and has taught, spoken and written for various bar 

associations and advocacy programs for over thirty years, including the National Institute of Trial Ad-

vocacy, the American Bar Association, the American Trial Lawyers Association and the Chicago Bar 

Association.
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When I think of trial lawyers who have class, I think of Patti Bobb. 

When the Chicago Inn of Court was formed, we sought trial lawyers 

and judges who were leaders of our profession. Patti was among those 

at the top of our list. She became an original founding member and 

served as our second president. Patti’s not just a great attorney – she’s 

a good person who does the right thing and sets an example for those 

of us who are, or aspire to be, top trial lawyers. She brings humor, ci-

vility and a perspective on litigation that, if shared by all of us, would 

make the trial process more enjoyable and effective.

Jim Figliulo,  
Figliulo & Silverman

When I entered the Chicago legal community in the mid-90s, I was 

anxious to meet women who were leading the way. I started attend-

ing events hosted by the Chicago Bar Association Alliance for Women 

and the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois. On numerous occasions, 

I noticed one woman in particular attending most of these events. She 

was always looking calm, cool and collected, usually in a St. John knit 

suit, with an air of confidence and accomplishment about her. I came 

to learn the woman was Patti Bobb.

By that point in her career, Patti Bobb was in private practice as a 

plaintiff’s trial attorney. She had launched her own firm, while at the 

same time held numerous board positions, government and judicial 

appointments, teaching affiliations, and had a young daughter at 

home. But most importantly, Patti always had time for young women 

lawyers like me who looked up to her and just wanted a few minutes 

of her guidance and encouragement.

When Lorna Propes and I started Propes & Kaveny in 2000, the first 

person we met with was Patti Bobb, who became of counsel to our 

firm. I often tell people it was the only law firm in town where we had 

fresh flowers, burning candles and chardonnay at 5:00 pm. Golden 

days!!

Through the years, my relationship with Patti evolved from mentor-

mentee, to business associates and co-counsel, to a wonderful and 

dear friendship. While the relationship may have changed, Patti’s 

role both in the legal community and in my life never has. Patti Bobb 

Beth Kaveny,  
Burke Wise Morrissey 
Kaveny

(continued on next page)
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I first met Patti Bobb when I was a student at Notre Dame Law School 

visiting Chicago. We reconnected when I was an Assistant U.S. At-

torney and Patti was my instructor in the National Institute for Trial 

Advocacy (NITA) program. Through the efforts of people like Patti (she 

served as its chair), NITA has created a “ripple effect” for the lawyers 

and judges we’ve trained. 

Patti and I are very active in Lawyers Without Borders, a not-for-prof-

it organization that brings lawyers and judges together around the 

world to support the rule of law in ways that include training and 

sharing ideas on effective case management and trial advocacy. As 

a result, Patti has traveled to Kenya many times and, of course, she 

brings great passion and generosity to the program. But beyond that, 

she understands our goals are not to impose the American way in 

foreign land.  We’re there to help them enhance their own system of 

justice. During our travels to Kenya, I frequently observe Patti talk-

ing and learning as much as she is imparting, while embracing our 

cultural differences. 

Patti is a wonderful travel companion. Whether it’s a Kenyan safari 

or shopping for Masai art in a Nairobi market, we find the time to 

mix pleasure with our mission. Patti especially enjoys supporting the 

women of Kenya, who face seemingly insurmountable problems as 

they attempt to improve their lives. At the Kazuri factory, 300 women 

toil in workshops, crafting and hand-painting their beautiful ceramic 

beads. For all the right reasons, this is definitely one of Patti’s favorite 

places on earth to visit.  

Hon. Ann Claire 
Williams,  
U.S. Court of Appeals, 
Seventh Circuit

is still one of the women leading the way in our legal community.  

She is still dedicated to plaintiff’s rights and the civil justice sys-

tem. She endlessly gives her time to office and boards and networks 

throughout the state, as well as the country.  

For me personally, Patti is still someone I go to for guidance, whether it 

is legal, professional or personal. 

Recently, a young female attorney called me to tell me that she had 

met Patti Bobb and that Patti was taking her to lunch. She was 

thrilled. I knew just how she felt. Patti continues to do what she can to 

make sure there is a place in our legal community for young women 

lawyers and to assure them that there are women ahead of them to 

lead them along.

(Beth Kaveny continued)
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I’ve known Patti for a long time, and I have the highest respect for her 

professionally and as an individual. She’s very deserving of this life-

time achievement award. Patti is a zealous advocate and is completely 

dedicated to her client and the task at hand. Those traits have served 

her well in the courtroom, but they have occasionally complicated mat-

ters when she and I have been tasked with mediation . . . to the point 

where I’m not sure if I fear Patti more when we’re opposing counsel or 

when we’re co-mediators!

Dick Donohue,  
Donohue Brown 
Mathewson & Smyth

Patti Bobb is an extraordinary woman and an extraordinary lawyer.  

In fact, she’s “the whole package.”  She exhibits great judgment, is 

extremely knowledgeable and is a true professional. I saw this first-

hand during her tenure as CBA president. Patti is nationally recog-

nized for her trial skills and is a sought-after teacher who has shared 

her wisdom in numerous trial advocacy programs. It’s been a pleasure 

to know and work with Patti. This recognition is well deserved.

Terry Murphy,  
executive director, 
Chicago Bar Association

I have been a Patti Bobb fan since the first day I met her, which was 

shortly after she completed prosecuting Patty Columbo and her boy-

friend. Phil Corboy always had a knack for hiring accomplished Assis-

tant State’s Attorneys (i.e. Nick Motherway, George Elsener). Patti was 

no exception. She, like Nick and George before her, made the transition 

to civil law with ease. She started her civil career when medical mal-

practice litigation was becoming more prevalent. This was an area of 

trial law that she has always loved and in which she excels to this 

very day.

Even though Patti enjoyed all the trappings of being the daughter of 

the Governor of New Mexico (where she grew up) and has received 

countless accolades as a result of her professional talent, she has al-

ways remained grounded. You want to have a beer with Patti Bobb.

Patti has been a dedicated teacher and administrative leader at the 

National Institute for Trial Advocacy for decades. She has remained 

loyal to her alma mater Notre Dame Law School and led the Chicago 

Bar Association with great distinction when she served as its third 

woman president. But above all else, Patti has always made her dar-

ling daughter Brooke her number one priority, and for this I admire her 

most.  My highest respect and regard for Patti is indelible. A greater 

friend there never was.

Tom Demetrio,  
Corboy & Demetrio
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