
 
 
May 25, 2014 
 
Ladies, 
 
We are so proud of IWF.  IWF Berlin has only 7 members.  They hosted a fabulous 
conference.  One of their members, Lianne Stein, was a Berlin IWF founder.  She is now an 
IWF Chicago member.  Lianne made Berlin special and real to us. 
 
Over 35 members and guests from Chicago attended the IWF Berlin Conference. 
 
Here are some of the comments from our IWF Chicago members who attended the Berlin 
conference: 
 
1. We all had a great time and the opportunity to get to know our fellow members a bit more. 
 
2. Thanks IWF Chicago members for making the conferences so enjoyable for all of us from reserving 
tables for us at the sessions to gathering all of us together and for always being there so there was 
always a friend whatever event or time.  
 
3.  Berlin was exciting thanks to all of you and IWF Chicago's initiatives. We had a wonderful time, 
including exploring Berlin, so very different from 1987. After only a few hours here, Prague is a don't 
miss. 
 
4. Thank you IWF Chicago for all you do and for making my first IWF conference such an outstanding 
event. I shouldn’t have waited from 1992 to try one :-)! 
 
5.  As someone said previously, IWF conferences are like summer camp for adults.  What a great, 
exciting time to be with all of you - as well as your spouses, daughter and daughter-in-law - in an 
exhilarating environment! 
 
As in summer camp, I was exposed to new ideas, had the opportunity to learn more about you and 
other women from locales around the world and didn't get enough sleep.  And I hope that many of you 
will snare your pictures. 
 
Wishing the best to all of you who helped to make this yet another life-changing experience! 
 
6.  Fabulous time with extraordinary women. Safe travels everyone. IWF Chicago members, you are the 
best! Patti 
 
7.  I share every one's gratitude and appreciation toward IWF Chicago’s leadership and dedication to 
IWF Chicago members, especially your patience to the "new kids" attending the 1st conference!  Let's 
plan to put the best show in Chicago! 
 
8. Thanks for the warm friendship!  



 
9. This has been the most amazing experience, and what a privilege to be with all of you.   IWF Chicago, 
you did an extraordinary job of making us all feel right at home at IWF Berlin.  Kudos.  IWF Chicago 
members’ energy and enthusiasm will continue to inspire us as we prepare to host the best ever 
conference in 2016! 
 
10. IWF Chicago members, you are the best. These were fantastic three days and so much of it is due to 
IWF Chicago members and what  IWF Chicago does for us. Ladies, what a great time together. See you 
all in Chicago.  
 
12. To all, as I head for the airport, thanks for an excellent conference, the work IWF Chicago members 
did, and getting to know you all better.  
 
13. I join everyone in saying thank you!  IWF Chicago members, you made everyone feel included and 
welcome.  This was a fantastic experience and I look forward to helping make 2016 the best conference 
yet! 
 
14.  Let me add my voice to say that IWF Chicago members represent what IWF is all about...IWF 
Chicago members are inclusive, selfless and always thinking about others. I love all of you and what all 
of you do for all of us.  Thank you!!!! 
 
15. Thanks to IWF Chicago members for what all of you do to organize us for these events. Chicago is a 
world class forum. 
 
16.  Thank you IWF Chicago members for all you do to make this conference a wonderful experience for 
IWF Chicago members. I really appreciate it. We will all pull together to make 2016 a fantastic 
conference.  
 
17.  IWF Chicago members, thank you so much for pulling the group together and for organizing us. It 
really helped create a great conference for all of us. We look forward to working together on 2016! 
 
18.  IWF Chicago members,  I share the same sentiments as others. Many thanks for bringing us together 
and taking care of us. We are fortunate to have IWF Chicago as our forum.  
 
19.  What a great experience!  The Conference was wonderful, and the speakers were educational, 
enlightening and inspiring!  
 
20.  Thank you, IWF Chicago members,  for everything you are doing for IWF Chicago members and for 
us personally. 
 
21. I know it's not easy to organize us. :-) But IWF Chicago members always  go "above and beyond" and 
we appreciate it.   It's great to be part of such an amazing group of talented and  successful women, and 
especially to have IWF Chicago as our Forum. Thank you! See you all back in Chicago and here's to 2016! 
 
Yman Huang Vien has taped some of the conference events.  She will find a way to let you know where 
you can view what she taped. 
 
THE BERLIN PROGRAM 



 
Opening Reception 
IWF was proud to launch the first World Cornerstone ever to take place in Berlin, with a special behind-
the-scenes opening reception at the world-renowned Deutsche Oper Berlin and a live runway show led 
by German fashion designer Anja Gockel, featuring fashion, dance and song. 
 
Part 1 – Power 
Germany:  The Home of Smart Innovation  & Manufacturing Prowess 
Cedrik Neike – Vice President, Advanced Services for Cisco in Europe, Middle East, Africa, Russia and CIS 
(EMEAR). 
Britta Fuensfstueck – CEO of the Clinical Products Division of Siemens Healthcare 
Tobias Wallisser – Co-Fouder of the Laboratory for Visionary Architecture 
Professor Dr Monka Schnitzer 
Moderator: Sarah Harman – broadcast journalist based in Berlin 
 
Innovation:  a case for global Optimism 
Michelle Unger – Vice President of Worldwide Sales for the IBM Watson Group. 
Matthias Willenbacher – German entrepreneur and pioneer in the field of renewal energy and energy 
innovation 
Anita Sands – on the board of Symantec Corporation 
Sara Farley – Co-Founder and COO of the Global Knowledge Initiative 
Moderator: Jessica Saltz – Berlin Correspondent for International news channel France 24 
 
Special Segment – LO’Oreal – UNESCO 
The International Women’s Forum is ;proud to host the L’Oreal-UNESCO 2014 for Women in Science 
Awards on the occasion of IWF’s World Cornestone Conference-Innovationskraft: Power, Passion and 
Promise 
 
Mila-Mareen Leuthold – PhD Candidate for her contributions to Cancer Research and Molecular Life 
Sciences 
Naatascha Zhang (nee Turetzek), PHD Candidate for her contributions to the Neurosciences and 
Molecular Biosciences 
Lena Veit, PhD Candidate for her contributions to the Neural and Behavioral Sciences 
Prof Dr Julia Fischer, Leading German Biolgist and Primatologist, and head of the German Primate Center 
at the Georg-August-University of Gottingen, was emcee for the awards ceremony 
 
Women & Power – Where are we Headed? 
Anka Wittenberg – Senior Vice President, Head of People Sustainability and Chief Diversity 
and inclusion officer at SAP AG. 
Professor Jutta Allmendinger PhD – First female President of the Social Science Center in 
Berlin 
Elke Ferner – Member of the Bundestag MdB and serves as Parliamentary State Secreatary 
in the Federal Ministry of Family Affairs, Seniors, Women and Youth. 
Lena Veit – PhD candidate at the Institute of Neurobiology at the Universikty of Tubingen 
and a 2014 award recipient of the L’Oreal-UNESCO 2014 For Women in Science Awards 
Moderator: Sumi Somaskanda – report at Deutsche Welle (DW) in Berlin 
 
Part 2 – Passion 
 



Behind the Scenes 
Art: the Evolution of the Berlin art Scene 
Architectue: Eco-Design for a sustainable future 
Music: Techno World & Berlin’s Underground Culture 
Film: A German “Innovationsfraft” 
 
Dine Arounds 
 
The best historical places were open for the members.  Each home showed the very best of 
West Berlin and East Berlin.  IWF Berlin gets first prize for choosing these homes and their 
hostesses.  Everyone I spoke to raved about the dine arounds.  We were split in groups of 
10 fabulous women.  The logistics were flawless.  The buses on time and to the correct 
address.  In addition to the driver, each bus had one person to help us. 
 
Part 3 – Promise 
 
Education – Fueling Innovation 
Andreas Schleicher – Acting Director for Education and Skills and Special Advisor on 
Education Policy to the Organization for Economic co-operation and development (OECD) 
Secretary-General. 
Dr Pasi Sahlberg – Finnish education expert and adviser to one of the world’s leading 
education systems who heads an international center at the Finnish Education Ministry 
Sara de Freitas – Associate Depute Vice Chancellor and Professor of Teaching and Learning 
at Curtin University in Perth, Western Australia 
Ivo Hajnal  Professor of Linguistics & Language History at the University of Innsbruck, 
Austria 
Moderator:  Susan King, a veteran broadcast journalist, Dean of the University of North 
Carolina School of Journalism and Mass Communications, where she holds the title John 
Thomas Kerr Distinguished professor.  She is an IWF member. 
 
Labor, Reform & Trust:  The key to a stable workforce 
Andrea Kocsis – German Trade unionist and the Deputy National Chairman of the United 
Services Union 
Angelika Dammann is the former Head of Global Human Resources and the Labor Relations 
Director for SAP AG 
Bernd Venohr is a German Management consultant, entrepreneur and author  
Moderator: Shahira Amin 
 
Germany & the Future of Europe 
Doris Grimm:  Head of International Monetary Affairs at the Dutsche Bundesbank, the 
German Central Bank 
Belen Garijo, MD, PhD – President and CEO of Merck Serono and Spanish-trained medical 
doctor leading Merck’s global biopharmaceutical division from its headquarters in Germany. 
Thomas Klau – European policy analyst and senior associate with the European council on 
foreing relations in Brussels 
Piotr Buras – Plish journalist, author and expert in German and European politics who 
worked as a columnist and Berlin correspondent for Gazeta Wybarcza 
Moderator: Meabh McMahon – Belgium Corresp9ondent for international enws channel 
France 24 
 
Closing Dinner 
Featuring Ute Lemper, German singer and actress 



Tita Von Hardenberg, Managing Director & Producer, Kobalt Productions, will emcee the 
closing dinner 
 
The conference was magnificent.  The Intercontinental Hotel Bar was precious, a great place 
to meet! 
 
Please join us for Atlanta.  We will recognize in Atlanta, our IWF Chicago Member, Ann 
Drake for the Global Award – Women who make a difference.  Over 30 members and guests 
have mentioned their interest in the Atlanta Conference.  Kristen Prinz has volunteer to help 
the Atlanta experience even better than the past.   
 
Thank you 
Sara Sirotzky 
 


